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Stuart, Mayor. 


mem, and that he be 


Martis xz. Die Junij 17522, An- 
noque Regis Georgij Magnæ 
Britanniæ, &c. Oftavs. 


T7 zs ordered, that the Thanks of this Court 
be given to the Reverend Dr. Watſon, for 
his Sermon preacher before this Court and the 


| Livery Men of the ſeveral Companies of this 


City, at the Cathedral Church of Ft. Paul, on 
the twenty ninth of May laſt, being the Day 
appointed by Att of Parhament, for an Anni- 
verſary Thankſgroing for the Reſtitution of the 
Royal Family, and Reſtoration of the Govern- 
to print the ſame... 
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PSALM cxi. v. 4. 


The merciful and gracious Lord hath 
ſo done his marvelous works, that 
they ought to be had in remembrance. 


Or as you read in the new 'Tranſlation 


He hath made his wonderful works to 
be remembred ; the Lord is gracious 


and full of compaſſion. 


T does not appear that this Pſalm was 
1 compoſed on any particular Occaſion, but 
rather that it is a general and devout Ac- 
knowledgment of the Righteouſneſs of 
God's Providence, with Reſpect to the 
whole World, and of the never failing Mercy and 
Benignity of the ſame, with Reſpe&t to his own 
People. 4 E 

The Text however is thought by Interpreters to 
point at the Paſſover, and other Feaſts, which God had 
_ inſtituted among the Jews, to perpetuate the Memo- 
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ry of the ſeveral Deliverances which he had wrought 


for that People. And hence I take the Liberty to 
borrow it for the Uſe of this Day, which is alſo a 


Feaſt, or Day of holy Joy and Thankſgiving to God, 
eſtabliſhed among us, in Memory of a Deliverance, 
that does very well juſtify the Application. For the 
merciful and gracious Lord hath ſo done this marvel- 
ous Work alſo, that it ought to be had in Remem- 
brance. ORs . 5 

I muſt crave your Attendance then, while I en- 
deavour to ftir you up to the Duty of remembring 
it, by a Method ſuggeſted ro me in the Text, vis. 
i*, By repreſenting to you how merciful and gra- 
cious the Lord hath been to us in it. 2%, By let- 


ting you ſee how juſtly we may look upon it to be a 


marvelous Work; a Work in which the Hand of God 
did appear in fo viſible and extraordinary a manner, 
that very little of it could be aſcribed to human Means; 
and when I have fo engaged you to bear it in Re— 
membrance, I ſhall in the third and laſt Place hum- 
bly offer my Thoughts, how that may be done by 
. TRENT IT IE 0, 

Firſt I am to repreſent to you how merciful and 


gracious the Lord hath been to us in the great Deli- 
verance of this Day. To us I ſay, for though by 


much the greateſt Part of this Generation was unborn, 


when that Deliverance was wrought; yet, it is plain, 


we owe toit all that is valuable in our preſent Efta- 
bliſhment. Nor are we under the leſs Obligation for 
the Mercy that was ſhewn ih it, becauſe we were not 
perſonally concerned in the Wickedneſs that prece- 
ded; for when God propounded. his Laws to Man he 
exprefly reſerved to himſelf the Right of * /:/7mg the 


* Exod, xx. . 


Sins 


(5) 
Sins of the Fathers upon the Children, to the third and 
fourth Generation of them that hate him. And yet 
this was no effect of Cruelty in him, as jt would ſeem; 
but the contrary ; becauſe he makes hereby the natural 
Affection we have to the Welfare of our own Offspring, 
which is one of the moſt powerful Principles within 
vs, inſtrumental to our Obedience, and conſequently 
to our Happineſs. i. e. He makes it impoſſible for us 
to incur his Diſpleaſure, wherein all our Unhappinefs 
conſiſts, without being cruel and unnatural at the 
{ame Time to our own Fleſh and Blood. 

Beſides, he hath ſo ordered the Courſe of this 
World, that the Conſequences of Parents Sins muſt 
unavoidably fall heavy upon their Deſcendents in ma- 
ny Caſes, and in none more evidently ſo, than in the 
national Evils they may have occaſioned, whether 
they be ſuch as naturally proceed from their Folly 

and Wiekedneſs, or they carry in them ſome yet more 
viſible Marks of a divine Vengeance, becauſe a Na- 
tion can hardly be ſuppoſed to conſiſt of the ſame 
Individuals for a Day, or ſo much as an Hour toge- 
ther; and yet every Evil that befalls it, as a Nation, 
by what Means or from what Cauſe ſoever it has pro- 
ceeded, muſt in one Degree or other affect them all. 

Unleſs therefore we could ſuppoſe that Almighty God 
would ſuſpend his Truth and Juſtice, ſo as never to 
viſit any Nation, as ſuch, for its Wickedneſs; or that 
he would invert the Order of his Providence, ſo as 
Things ſhould not be attended with their uſual and 
natural Effects; it mult. be expected, in Caſes of this 
Nature more eſpecially, that Children ſhall bear the 
Iniquities of their Fathers, and conſequently it ought 
to be eſteemed not a Debt, but a Mercy ſhe wn to 
any People, how innocent ſoever they may take them- 
ſelves to be, when it pleaſes God to remove from them 
| | any 


” PEP 
any publick Judgments, even . though their Fathers 
Sins, and not their own, had introduced them. 

For theſe and ſuch like Reaſons, I ſhall conſider the 
paſt and preſent Generations as one and the ſame Peo- 
ple, and ſpeak of the Deliverance which this Day 
brought forth, as an Act of as great Mercy to ns 
who live at this Diſtance, as if we had been the 

uilty Inſtruments of the ſeveral Miſeries from which 
it freed us: Miſeries which may we never feel again, 


nor ever have Cauſe to remember, otherwiſe than as 


they .enter into the Thankſgiving of this Day, and 
ſerve to illuftrate the great Goodneſs and Mercy of 
God to a ſinful People in the glorious Event of it. 
And this is the only Uſe I propoſe by the mention I 
ſhall make of them at this Time. In Order whereto 
give me leave to ſet before you, how juſtly we had 
deſerved them. g 
We were freed then this Day from Rapine, Plun- 
der, Bloodſhed and Oppreſſion of all Kinds, with 
which we had long been haraſs'd, the natural Ef. 


ſects of Liberty and Property unguarded : As this alſo 


was, and ever will be, the Effect of a Government 
founded in Violence; the ſame Meaſures being always 
neceſſary to ſupport ſuch Governments which at firſt 
erected them. But had not we richly deſerved all 


this for the unreaſonable, the wicked Revenge we had 


taken upon the Perſon of our Royal Sovereign, a 
moſt excellent Prince, for a few Miſtakes in his Go- 
vernment, which all the World ſaw were not com- 
mitted by him with any evil Intent? He was rather 
driven upon them through the Neceſſity of his Af. 
fairs, which Neceſſity too was in a great Meaſure 


owing to the Artifices of thoſe very Perſons who moſt 
condemned his Miſtakes, and laboured, all the Ways 


they could, to improve them tohis Ruin. 


Nay 


1 

Nay had not we deſerved more than all we ſuf. 
fered, when we would not return to our Obedience, 
after every Thing we had the leaſt Reaſon to com- 
plain of, and many Things, which were complained of 
without Reaſon, were given upto appeaſe us: but car: 
ried on our unchriſtian Reſentments, till we had ſpilt 
a great deal of the beſt Blood of the Nation, and to- 
. rally diſſolved the Frame of our ancient and well con- 
ſtituted Government, by an Act of unparallePd Vil- 
lany, the publick and avowed Execution of a ſovereign 
Prince in his own Dominions, and by the Hands of 
his own Subjects: an Att from which the Proteſtant 
Name and Cauſe hath derived a Stain, which their 
Enemies will ever look upon with Pleaſure ? 7 5 

We were freed this Day not only from the Miſeries 
before named, the never failing Conſequences of u- 
ſurp'd, arbitrary, and unſettled Governments, but al- 
ſo, which was no ſmall Aggravation of them, and con- 
ſequently a Circumſtance in our Deliverance not to be 
overlooked, from having them inflicted upon us, ſor 
the moſt Part, by the meaneſt, and as it were by the 
Refuſe of the People. 

Oppreſſion is a grievous Thing, from whatſoever 
Hand it comes ; no Greatneſs or Superiority, no former 
Favours or Obligations can make us eaſy with it, when 
once we apprehend it; but it never grates harder up- 
on us, than when we ſuffer it from Inferiors ; when 
they domineer and tyraniſe over us, whom the Laws 
of God and Man, before they had ſuffered Violence, 
had placed in a State of Subjection and Vaſſalage. And 
yet this was our very Caſe, b zhe Evil which Solomon 
had ſeen under the Sun as an error that proceedeth from 
_ the ruler had happen d to us alſo : folly was ſet in great 


d Eccl. x. 5, 6, 5. e 
Algnity, 
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earth. 
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dignity, and the rich fat in lou places, ſervants rode 


upon horſes, and princes watked as ſervants on the 


But was not this a juſt return for that Frowardneſs 


and Impatience, that Contempt, Inſolence, and Re- 


belliouſneſs, wherewith we had behaved our ſelves to- 
wards our gracious and lawful Sovereign, the mildeſt 
and beſt natured of Princes, and the exceeding great 
Deriſion wherein we had held both the kingly Name 
and Power? Was it not indeed the natural Reſult of 
the many ſeditious Appeals, that were ever and anon 
made to the Populace, to create Jealouſies that might 
perplex and confound all the Meaſures he could take, 
for the Peace and Happineſs of his Government ? For 
it was an Inference the People could hardly avoid 
making, that if they were worthy upon all Occaſions 
to he appealed to by their Governors, they might 
ſometime ſee Cauſe to prevent the Reaſon of thoſe Ap- 
peals, by taking Matters into their own Hands, and 
governing themſelves. fg | 

With reſpe& to Religion we were freed alſo from 
the groſſeſt Hypocriſy in the Practice, from the wild- 
eſt extremes of Error and Enthuſiaſm in the Profeſſi- 
on of it. For as our Morals never needed a Diſguiſe 
more, than while we were engaged in the Rebellion, 
which this Day put an End to, fo we had put on the 
Appearance of Religion with ſo much Care, and worn 
it as a Cloak ſo long, that we had almoſt loſt all re- 
gard for the Subſtance : And as the Humour of thoſe 
Times was ſuch, that he was ſure to be had in the 
higheſt Eſteem, who made the greateſt Noiſe and Stir: 


about Religion ; ſo this encouraged Men to be new- 


fangled and opinionated in it, by which Means Error 
multiplied it ſelf upon us apace, and we had ſoon got 
almoſt as many different Ways to Heaven, as Guides, 

= | and 
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and they were not a few, that pretended to conduct 
us thither. | 

Thus ſtood the Caſe with us as to Religion before 
this joyful Day appeared. And though it muſt with 
Shame be confeſs'd, that we did not improve the gra- 
cious Means and Opportunities of Reformation, which 
ic brought along with it, to the Degree we might 
have done, and is ſtill to be wiſhed for; yet it was 
ſoon viſible, that there was an Alteration for the 
better. 

The Hypocriſy of the preceding Times preſently 
appeared in its own odious Colours, and we avoided 
every Thing that looked like a. Shew of- Religion, 
with a Care more than ſufficient. The vile Maxims 
and Politicks upon which we had lately aQed, were 
in the utmoſt Diſgrace, and, for the bitter EffeQs 
they had produced, renounced with a general Abhor- 
rence. The Word of God came again to be handled 
with Learning and Sincerity, and was no longer made 
a ſcumbling block to our Feet, but gave light unto our 
paths. His Prieſts, his Altars, and the Beauty of his 
Worſhip were again reſtored to us, after they had 
ſuffered, almoit beyond Hope of Recovery, all imagi- 

nable Deſpite and Profanation. 

And what had we for our Parts done to deſerve all 
this Mercy ? Nay rather what had we not done to 
juſtify the Continuance of the heavy Judgments from 
which it freed us? For if proſtituting the Word of 
God to ſerve the moſt abominable Purpoſes, even to 
the ſanctifying of Rebellion and Regicide, Robbery 
and Murther, Sacrilege, Perjury, and every other wig- 
ked Thing our Hearts could luſt after, were juſtly pun- 
iſhed by that Spirit of Hypocriſy and religious Delu- 
hon, which had taken ſuch ſtrong hold on us: If vi- 

<6 Tas B litying, 
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fyings!reproaching, and deſtroying the Hierarchy of 


Chriſt's Church, as it was ſettled by his Apoſtles, and 


by his good Providence planted and preſerved in this 


Nation: If ſhedding the Blood of him whom God 


had ſer at the Head of it, for his Conſtancy to the 
Troth, and his undaunted Zeal for the Houſe and 


Ordinances of the Lord: If plundring, ſequeſtring, 
impriſoning and every other way perſecuting all the 
reſt of the loyal and orthodox Clergy of the Land, 
making not only their Loyalty and Orthodoxy, but 
their very Learning a Crime in them, were not im- 
properly or undeſervedly reſented by the numberleſs 
Errors and Diſtractions that were ſuffered to prevail 
over God's pure Religion, and the Regularity and 
Comelineſs of his Worſhip ; as alſo by the many illi- 
terate, preſumptuous, and unauthoriſed Mechanicks, 
who took upon them to officiate as his Miniſters ; If 
theſe Things I ſay were jultly requited by theſe Evils, 
and they ſeem very well ſuited to each other: Theſe 
Things we had done, and therefore had nothing in 
Juſtice to expect, but to abide by their woful Con- 
ſequences. 

_ And it is far from being our Duty, whatever ſome 
may imagine, when we are celebrating the Praiſes 
of this Day, either to paſs over in Silence, or by ſoft 
and extenuating Expreſſions, to diſſemble the Wicked- 


neſs of the Times we refer to; for that were in a 


great Meaſure to eclipſe the Glory of the Day, by 
narrowing the View we ought to take of the great 
Mercy and Goodneſs of God, in the Scene which it 
opened to us. ; 

But 2%, We are to eſteem the great Event of 
this Day, not only as a gracious but a marvelous 


Work, a Work in which the Hand of God appear- 
By ed 


Cm) 


ed in ſo viſible and extraordinary a manner, that lit- 
tle of it could be aſcribed to human Means. For 
how elſe ſhail we account for that ſurpriſing turn, 
which the Minds of the People took all at once to- 
wards calling back their King? 

They had indeed no Cauſe to be fond of the ſe- 
veral Experiments they had made of governing with- 
out one; but then they had taken all the Ways they 
could to put it out of their Power even to wiſh for 
his Return. For in the firſt Place, they had not on- 
ly publickly arraigned and condemned all kingly 
Government in their Speeches and Writings, but ac- 
tually murthered it in the Perſon of their late So- 
vereign 3 and for fear the Ghoſt thus laid ſhould one 
Time or other riſe again to be revenged of them, 
they had by ſolemn Leagues, Ordinances and Ab- 
jurations for ever utterly renounced all Allegiance 
to it. 
Nor was their Averſion to kingly Government more 
remarkable, than their Hatred to the Family that 
laid Claim to it; with whom they had ſuch a griev- 
ous Arrear of Malice and Wickedneſs to account for, 
that their very Safety ſeemed to require of them ra- 
ther to extirpate the whole, than to reſtore any. 
Branch of it. And yet notwithſtanding all theſe Im- 
pediments, inſuperable as they ſeemed to be, the Hearts 
even of ſuch as had been the molt fierce and impla- 
cable againſt the Royal Cauſe and Family, were on 
a ſudden, (how, God himſelf beſt knows) become al- 
moſt univerſally loyal, and wiſhed for the King's Re- 
turn, with as much Eagerneſs and Impatience, as be- 
fore they had. ſought to deſtroy him. So that no 
ſooner was the happy Overture made for his Reſto- 
ration, but there appeared ſuch a zealous 

| B 2 © or” 
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for it through Lords and Commons, City and 
Country, that, as the noble Hiſtorian obſerves „ A 


„Man could not but wonder where thoſe People 
„ dwelt that had done all the Miſchief, and kept rhe 


« King ſo many Years from enjoying the Comfort and 

« Support of ſuch excellent Subjects. 1 
The marvelouſneſs of the Event farther appears, when 

we conſider the Condutt of the Perſon who had the Hon- 


our to be the main Inſtrument in it. I would not wil- 
lingly detract from the Merit of that great Man, but 


it can't be denied, that he had ſhewed himſelf a 


Man of Fortune, by deſerting the Royal Cauſe in its 


Declenſion, and engaging deep, in Appearance at leaſt, 
in the contrary Intereſt. Nay, it is far from being 
clear in Hiſtory, that he did not heartily engage in it, 


-or-that he had any Deſign ever to ſerve the King, 
after that Deſertion, till Providence had ſo ordered 


Matters, that his Reſtoration was become, in all Re- 
ſpects, the wiſeſt Part for him to act ; and if ſome 
Accounts may be credited, he had publickly proteſt- 


ed not many Weeks before the Reſtoration, © That 


« he would oppoſe to the utmoſt, the ſetting up of 


(Charles Stuart, a ſingle Perſon, or Houle of Peers. 
Nay, || one Author has it that he had actually con- 


ſented to take the Government upon himſelf at the 
Inſtance of the French Court, but was defeated in 


that Deſign by an odd kind of Diſcovery. 


Now it theſe Things be fo, it is plain that there 
was not ſo much of human Contrivance as the Pro- 


vidence of God, in the Iſſue of this Day. 


* See Clar. Hiſt. Book 16. p. 761. 8. | 

+ See Echard's Hiſtory of England, Book 3. Chap. 3. pag. 756. 12. of 
Char. 2*. f | 

I Ar. Lock as queted by the foreſaid Author in the [ame Book. and Chap. 
$- 758. 
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But after all, whatſoever the Deſigns of this great 
Man were, whether in Favour of a Reſtoration or no, 
ſuch were the Circumſtances of our publick Affairs 
at that Time, that it was impoſſible to be effected 
without ſome extraordinary Turns and Diſpoſitions 
ſuch as the Hand of the Almighty alone could give. 
For if he did intend it, yet he had ſo many Difficul- 
ties to go through by reaſon of their Jealouſy, and 
known Averſion to the Deſign, who were then at the 
Helm, that he muſt have; drop'd it, had not Provi- 
dence concurred in it beyond all Expectation. If he 
did not intend it, but was contriving only his own 
Advancement, conſidering the then disjointed State 
of the Goverament, and the Forces he had under his 
Command, ſufficiently attached to him, how averſe 
ſoever they might be to the King; it muſt be owned 
on the other Hand that Providence was exceeding 
watchful to diſappoint him. | 

In whatſoever Light therefore we view the Con- 
duct of this renowned General, whether as deſigning 
the Reſtoration or not; and I will not undertake to 
ſay poſitively how it was; we can't but ſee the Hand 
of God ſo plainly and remarkably conducting it thro! 
ſo many Obſtacles and Diſcouragements, that we may 
juſtly pronounce it a marvelous Work. 

Nor were the Conſequences which immediately 
followed it leſs marvelous than the Event it ſelf. It 
was very ſtrange that we ſhould fo readily give up 
the ſeveral Principles and Views we had fo obſtinately 
adhered to both in civil and religious Matters, and ſo 
eafily fall back, as we did, into the old Forms, againſt 
which we had been fo implacably incenſed. Ir is true 
we had hit upon nothing that we had reaſon to like 
better; but {till Pride, and a regard to falſe Honour 


and 


614) 
and Reputation, do uſually keep Men back from own- 
ing their Errors, longer than it happen'd to us in this 
Caſe, even when they ſee them ever ſo plainly; eſpe- 
cially when the owning of their Errors muſt be at- 
tended with an aCtual embracing again of thoſe very 
Things, which they had in the moſt publick and au- 
thentick manner for ever renounced, and put from 
them with the utmoſt Diſdain and Contempt, as 
we had done with Reſpect to almoſt every Part of 
our ancient Conſtitution : Yet notwithſtanding all this, 
ſo powerfully did the Hand of Heaven operate in 
ſmoothing the Way for our Return to it, that it was 
done with the greateſt Alacrity, and as much Expedi- 
tion roo, as the ſad Confuſions we had run our ſelves 
into would admit of; for within the compals of a 
few Weeks, we had our © Judges reſtored as at the 
firſt, and our Counſellors as at the beginning : And no- 
thing was wanting on the Part of Heaven to make 
us the City of Righteouſneſs, the faithful City. 

If I am thought ſingular in aſcribing fo great a 
Share of this Work ſo immediately to Providence, 
when the Wiſdom of a victorious General, the per- 
petual and immoveable Fidelity of the Royal Party, 
the Hands and Tongues, the Hearts and Wiſhes of 
three Kingdoms ſo eminently concurred in it #. Let 
the Words of a great Man acquit me, who ſpeaking 

of this Affair, illuſtrates the Truth of what I fay, by 
this Compariſon. “ It was in that, ſays he, as in a 
e ſudden Land-Flood, which as it comes down, car- 
« ries - with it Trees, Stones, and Houſes, and 
« all that it meets in the Way, and even all theſe, 


16. i.1a6; Fe Foe! 
* See Echard's Hiſt. of Eng. 12. Charles 25. p. 771. 


which 
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« which lay before quiet, nay, which reſiſted the firſt | 
« Waters while they were weak, do add to the Im“ 
« petuoſity of the Current, when it is going. But 
« we mult not therefore ſay, that it took its Riſe from 
“ thence, ſeeing it was in Truth cauſed by Rain com- 
« ing down from Heaven,” And I may add, the 
Rain came down when we did not expect it, when 
there were none of the Signs and Tokens that uſually 
fore warn us of ſuch Things. 
And if this Authority is not ſufficient, I appeal to 
the Senſe of the Church it ſelf upon this Matter, as 
it is expreſſed in theſe Words. © Not our Foreſight 
« but thy Providence; not our own Arm, but thy 
« right Hand, and thine Arm, and the Light of thy 
«© Countenance, did reſcue and deliver us, even becauſe 
e thou hadſt a Favour unto us. | 
It would be a plealing Task, and very proper for 
me now, to enquire into what ſucceeded on our Part, 
after Heaven had finiſhed this Redemption for us, 
could I hope to find it anſwerable to the Obligation ; 
but as the Caſe in that reſpect ſtands with us, I am 
perſuaded it will conſiſt better with the Duty of the 
Day, to apply my felt immediately to the third and 
laſt Thing I propoſed ; which was humbly to offer 
my Thoughts as to the Manner, in which the gra- 
cious and marvelous Work, whereof we now rejoice, 
may be beſt had in Remembrance by us for the 
future. Re 
And firſt we are moſt certainly right in this our 
anniverſary publick and national Thankſgiving for 
the ſame. For to ſay as ſome Puritans do, that the 
appointing of ſuch Days as this is an Encroachment 
upon the fourth Commandment, wherein it is ſaid, 
fix Days ſhalt thou labour, is to underſtand that for an 
Injunction, 
BY 
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Injunction, which is only a Permiſſion; as plainly ap- 
pears, by the ſolemn Feaſts which God himſelf eſta- 
bliſhed, each of them at leaſt of a Week's Continu- 
ance: For it cannot be imagined that he would con- 
tradi, his own Commandment by a contrary Inſti- 
tution. | . ü | 
This was the Way the 7e Church reaſoned 
upon it: They thought, he had no more reſtrained 
them, by hallowing one Day in ſeven, from hallow- 
ing others, as Occaſions happen'd, than he had from 
Free-Will Offerings, by challenging the d fenth of all 
their increaſe. Nay from his own Example they were 
ſure he had not, and accordingly they undertook to 
add to the Feſtivals of his appointing, ſeveral others 
of their own; as the Dedication of the Temple, the 
Fealt:of Prin, &c. __ . | 
And: ſo far was our bleſſed Saviour from reprov- 
ing:them in this, that we find him preſent at one of 
them himſelf, as doubtleſs we ſhould at all the reſt, 
had every particular Paſſage of his Lite been tranſmit- 
ted to us. 1 1 ey, | 
But beſides the ſeveral Warrants we have for this 
Practice from the holy Scriptures, the Nature of the 
Thing it ſelf makes it highly reaſonable and neceſſary. 
For fal not publick and national Deliverances be 
publickly and nationally acknowledged? Shall not 
one Day in a Vear be ſet apart, for the devout com- 
memorating of a Mercy, to which we owe the Peace 
and Happineſs of all the reſt of our Days? If this be 
not ſtrictly due, then Gratitude is no longer a Debt 
from Man to God. But this, I truſt, we ſhall always 
be perſuaded, is the juſteſt Debt, nor ever fail to give 
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the Proof we now give of that Perſuaſion, but as 
the Act for the Day directs, © Be in all ſucceeding Ages, 
« ready annually to celebrate the ſame, by rendring our 
« hearty publick Praiſes and Thankſgivings to Almighty 
«© God, for all the extraordinary Mercies, Bleſſings, and 
„ Deliverances received, and mighty Acts done there- 
* on, declaring the ſame to all the People aſſembled, 
and to the Generations yet to come, that ſo they 
„may ever praiſe the Lord for this his marvelous 
« Goodneſs, whoſe Name alone is excellent, and his 
« Praiſe above the Earth and Heavens. 

Thus far the Act; the deſign whereof is only to preſcribe 
a proper Behaviour for this Day; whereas I ſhould fall 
much ſhort of what I have undertaken, ſhould I con- 
tent my ſelf with. this, and not adviſe you farther, that 
God expects an habitual Remembrance of all his Mer- 
cies, by a Life led, through the Senſe of them, con- 
ſtantly conformable to his holy Will, as well as an oc- 
caſional one, how frequently ſoever it may return, or 
how devoutly ſoever it may be ſolemniſed. 

This latter Part, as we have already obſerved, is a 
very proper and neceſſary one, but it is ſo chiefly by 
reaſon of its Subſerviency to the former. For, as on 
the one Hand, if we ſhould not ſet apart ſome parti- 
cular Seaſons, for the more ſolemn Acknowledgment 
of God's ſpecial Benefits to us, they would probably 
loſe the good Influence which they ought to have up- 
on our whole Converſation : So, on the other, if the 
Fruits of this good Influence do not appear, all the 
occaſional Devotions we can perform on ſuch Ac- 
counts, will only be efteemed as ſo many formal 
Modckeries. 8 5 

Neither is this Kind of Remembrance perfectly ade- 
quate, to what God Almighty 8 in theſe Caſes. 

| For, 
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For, as we are given to underſtand by our Saviour's . 
Sermon on the Mount, that every Duty has its ſpe- 
cifick Bleſſing, i. e, though: © God with-holdeth no good 
thing from them that lead a godly life, but rewardeth 
all good Men with all Bleſſings promiſcuouſly ; yet 
every Duty hath ſome one particular Bleſſing, which 
it hath a more apparent, reaſonable, and natural 
Claim to, than to any other : Not independent on 


the Promiſe of God do I mean, but abſtractedly con- 


ſidered from it: So all the Mercies and Bleſſings 
which God beſtows upon us, have their ſpecifick Du- 
ties, which they do more viſibly and immcdiatel 
point at, though they do undoubtedly oblige us to al). 
The Duties, which this Day's Deliverance doth more 


directly oblige to, are all ſuch as contribute to the be- 


getting and preſerving both of a religious and civil 
Unity among us, fince it was the notorious Violation 


of theſe Duties, that made that Deliverance ſo neceſſa- 


ry to us. 
And among theſe I would more particularly re- 


commend to you, a Watchfulneſs againſt the Encroach- 


ment of thoſe ſeditious and antimonarchical Princi— 
ples, which are at this Time fo publickly profeſs'd and 
eſpouſed. When popular Diſcontents are ariſen among 
us, with or without Cauſe, it makes no Difference: 
Then is the Time for thoſe bitter Enemies to our 


- Country's Weal, the Authors and Patrons of theſe 


Principles to ſow their Tares. They conſider all Men 
as naturally inclined to revenge ; they know they will 
often ſtrive to execute it at their utmoſt Peril, and to 
their greateſt Detriment ; and the Principles theſe Men 
profeſs, all tending vehemently that Way; no Time 
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they rightly judge ſo proper to propoſe and recom- 
mend them, as when Men's Spirits are ruffled and pro- 
voked with any Kind either of real, or imaginary Op- 
preſſion, 

Such an Opportunity they laid hold on in the be- 
ginning of our Royal Martyr's Troubles, and ſuch an 
one they perſuade themſelves they have got now. 
Be it ſo; yet I hope we have not ſo perfectly forgot 
the Uſe they made of thoſe Diſcontents, as to ſuffer 
them to foment any there may be at preſent, to the 
ſame deplorable Iſſue. | | | 

Kingly Government is generally efteemed the beſt ; 
we of this Nation eould never long endure any other, 
and we ſee no Cauſe to envy thoſe Countries where 
other Forms have obtained. But no Man ever ſaid, 
or thought, that Errors could not be committed, even 
where kingly Government is ; they that have carried 
their Praiſes of it higheſt, have only ſaid, that it is 
liable to the feweſt. Is it reaſonable therefore, when 
ſuch Things happen, that we ſhould quarrel immedi- 
ately with our Conſtitution ? Is there no Difference be- 
tween the Conſtitution of a Government, and the 
Adminiſtration of it? And is there no correcting a 
Miſtake in the latter, without undoing the former ? 
Muſt all Kings be Tyrants, all their Subjects Slaves, 
becauſe the Counſel which they follow, may ſometimes _ 
prove unfortunate ? And does this juſtify the aſſaſſina- 
ting or depoling of Kings? or give every Man a 
Right to aſſert his Liberty and Property in the Way 
he likes beſt? Were this a fair Way of arguing, we 
could eaſily retort it back with Advantage, upon any 
other Model of Government, which the Enemies of 
ours are pleaſed to prefer. 
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And now I have taken upon me to be particular, I 
muſt not omit ſaying, That I think it highly neceſſa- 
ry alſo, to the Remembrance we ought to have of 
this Day, that we ſhould upon all Occaſions ſhew our 
ſelves truly zealous for our holy Religion ; that pure 
reformed Religion, I mean, which is profeſsd in this 
our eſtabliſhed Proteſtant Church. For it was not the 
leaſt of thoſe Mercies which we received on this Day, 
that, by the Event of it, Enthuſiaſm had its Downfall, 
and Popery, which had been ſecretly at Work by it, 
was by that Means put farther from us. It cannot 
therefore be an unſuitable Return for us to make, but 
much the contrary, to endeavour by all the prudent 
Methods Chriſtianity admits of, to preſerve and propa- 
gate that Faith and Worſhip, which Heaven did as on 
this Day, with ſo many fignal Marks of its Approbati- 
on, reſcue and reſtore to us. 

It is recorded to the Honour of that good King 
Joſiah, when Hilkiah the Prieſt had found the Book 
of the Law, after it had been loſt or ſuppreſſed, during 
the Reigns of ſeveral idolatrous Princes, that he no 
ſooner heard the Words of it read, but he made this 
Reflection upon it: Great is the wrath of the Lord 
hat is poured out upon us, becauſe our fathers have not 
kept the word of the Lord, to do after all that is writ- 
ten in this book: And then went, he and all his People, 
into the Houſe of the Lord, and made a Covenant be- 
fore him: to walk after the Lord, and to keep all his 
. Commandments, and his teſtimonies, and his ſtatutes, 
with all their heart, and with all their ſouls that were 
written therein. "Rt | 
Noa as it can hardly be doubted, but that the 


f 2 Chron, chap, xxxiv. 


Wrath 


- 


( 2x) 


Wrath of God came upon us alſo, for the Abuſes of 
that holy Religion, which he was pleaſed as on this 
Day to Boar to light again, after it had been as effec- 
tually hid from us, as the Law, which Hz/k;ah reco- 
vered, was from the Jews; ſo it will become us to imi- 
tate the good Example, which 7eſiah and his People 
ſet on that Occaſion, now we are alſo in the Houſe 
of the Lord, in binding our Souls by holy Vows and 
Reſolutions, for this his Mercy's ſake, never more to 
repeat thoſe Abuſes, never more to betray God's ſa- 
cred Truths for the Sake of any worldly Ends, but to 
aſſert and defend them at all Times with all our 
Might, and at all Adventures. For 8 after all, that is 
come upon us for our evil deeds, and for our great treſpaſs, 
ſeeing that thou our God haſt puniſhed us leſs than our 
Tniquities deſerve, and haſt given us ſuch a deliverance 
as this, ſhould we again break thy commandments, and 
deliver up as heretofore thine honour and heritage to 
the ſpoiler : wouldſt not thou be angry with us, till thou 
Hadſt conſumed us, ſo that there ſhould be no remnant nor 
efeaping * | 

I preſs this Advice the more at this Time, becauſe 
under a Notion of appealing and ſmoothing Men's 
Minds, with reſpect to ſome Controverſies in Religion, 
Truth and Error have of late been plauſibly repre- 
ſented as indifferent Things, even in the Sight of God, 
if there be but an equal Degree of Sincerity in each; 
but with or without it, (for it is impoſſible for Men 
perfectly to judge in ſuch a Matter) as to the Counte- 
Rune that ought to be given to them by human 

owers. | 


Now how good foever this Expedient may be; for 
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the Purpoſes for which it is intended, in the Senſe 
of the Men of this World: Sure Tam, that it is nei- 
ther conſiſtent with the Duty we owe to Almighty 
God, for the Revelation of himſelf to Mankind, nor 
with that which we owe to him on the Account of 
this Day's Deliverance. 

But for my Part I take it to be an Expedient that 
will deceive every one that liſtens to it ; for was it ever 

known, that ſuch Doctrine was taught by any Set of 
| Mex, longer, than till they had advanced what they 
would have to be the Truth, into a Condition to ſup- 
preſs every Thing that would oppoſe it? It ſerves 
therefore only to diſturb Notions already eſtabliſhed, in 
order to eſtabliſh others, that will give more Of- 
_ fence, and yet be as inflexibly inſiſted on. 

But to return, and bring all I would ſay under this 
Head, into a narrow Compaſs. If we would keep the 
Mercy of this Day duly in Remembrance, we muſt 
examine and ſee what the Sins were, which contribu- 
ted chiefly to the Calamities it put an End to, and uſe 
our utmoſt Diligence to avoid them. We muſt weigh 
and conſider well the many Bleſſings and Advantages 
it reſtored to us, and with Hearts ful of Gratitude to 
God for the ſame, exert our beſt Endeavours to pre- 

ſerve and improve them: Both which Points I am per- 
ſuaded will be ſufficiently taken Care of, when we 
have through the Grace of God reſolved upon theſe two 
Things, viz. To be as good Subjects as the Laws of 
our civil Government require, and as good Chriſtians 
as the Rules and Doctrines of our Church will make 
us. For as we had never known the Sorrows we have 

been ſpeaking of, if this had been done before; ſo, if 
we would be truly thankful for their Removal, we muſt 
take Care to do it now, ſince Repentance is ever beſt 
ſhewa by Reformation, and Gratitude by Obedience. . 
2 TY * 
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And conſidering how much we commonly value our 
ſelves upon theſe two Things, we ſhould not need much 
Perſuaſion methinks to let the World ſee, that we make 
not our Boaſts for nothing. WA. 

We have, it is true, a moſt excellent Church; the Goſ- 
pel, we may without Vanity fay, is taught and profeſs'd 
in it with greater Purity, than it is in any part of the 
World beſides ; and this we are upon all Occaſions ready 
to ſay, nor do I diſcommend any one forit. But then 
letit be remembred, that while we are ſaying this, we 
are publiſhing our Obligations to excel in the Practice, 
as much as we do in the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, and 
that we boaſt of the one with a very ill Grace, if the 
other is not anſwerable to it. 

They that are bred up in this Church, and profeſs the 
greateſt Zeal for the Honour and Intereſt of it, have al- 
ways thought it their Duty ® to be ſubject to principalities 
and powers, and to obey magiſtrates, paſſively at leaſt, 
where they cannot do it actively, and have often tri- 
umph'd, and I hope ever will, in the Defence of this 
Chriſtian Doctrine, over the Time-ſerving Diſtinctions 
of artful and ambitious Men. 

Let not theſe then be found. at any Time, or upon 
any Pretence, among the diſloyal and ſeditious. Let 
them i not come into their ſecrets, or their aſſemblies: let 
them not for their honours ſake be united with them. 
For how would the Adverſaries of our Sion rejoice ? 
ſhould we thus deſtroy our own Arguments by our 
Practice, and fo ingloriouſly give up a Cauſe, in which 
we have made Chriſtianity it ſelf ſo much concerned. 
We are not willing therefore ever to ſuppoſe it. Plots, 
. Conſpiracies, and Inſurrections, if ſuch Things muſt be, 


Tit. l 1. Gen. xlix, 6. 


WE 


_ * * * > on : — 21 "WH" * 10 oa - WET "hc Fx; — Fein —_—_ * . nd. Sire a 2 — — 
Land « N N 4 
2 _ * * - _ 


_—— 


(24) 

we would gladly leave to thoſe, whoſe Principles'do-al. 
low of them, whoſe Allegiance is occaſional and fortui- 
tous; ours reſts upon a fix'd Principle of Duty which va- 
ries not. We know we are * 70 be ſubject not only for 
wrath but for conſcience ſake, and that we mult | ſtudy to 
be quiet, and do our own buſmeſs ; m but if any man be con- 
tentious, we have na /uch cuſtom, nor the Church we 
belong cr e Be" 

This is the Rule we go by, ſo that he who errs from 
it, departs from us, * Walls diſorderly and not as a 
Brother, how ill ſoever he may take it fo to be told. 
But beloved we hope o better things tho we thus ſpeak ; 
we hope that as we have this Day in the Offices of the 
Church, ſolemnly repeated our Promiſes before God, 
of „all loyal and dutiful Allegiance to his anointed 


« Servant now ſet over us, and his Heirs after him: 
So we will indeed fulfill the fame. Thus ſhall we make 


good the Principles we have fo juſtly gloried in, take 


off all Miſrepreſentations, that may have ben made 
to our prejudice, and convince our gracious Sovereign 
that we are worthy of his Protection and Encourage- 
ment. Which that we may all do, God of his infinite 
Mercy grant, to whom for his great and manifold Mercies 
and Deliverances, more eſpecially thoſe of this Day, be 
all Honour, Praiſe, and Glory, Now and Ever. Amen. 


* Hom, ail, 5. 4 Thefl. iv. TM ; * 1 Cor. xi. 16. 
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